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Three Sharpe plays for
the audience to enjoy

Deborah Heath reviews Three
Sharpe Shorts at the Maltings
Arts Theatre in St Albans.

OVO promised their nearly full
house a fun evening, staging three
short plays by writer Andrew
Sharpe. The anthology format is a
great vehicle. It gives more
opportunities to directors and
actors in which a theatre company
can explore a common theme.

If using just one writer’s work,
as in this case, we see development
of that writer’s style. Also, with a
number of short plays to see, there
is likely to be at least one piece to
please everyone.

Playwright Andrew Sharpe is a
former solicitor and his legal
experience was very clear in the
plots of the first two plays directed
by Sarah Ferdinands. Each piece
was about a man and woman but
the set up, ages and relationships
were extremely different.

The stage was set with three
tables; one for each play. This
reduced stage-setting time but as a
downside, it was harder for the
audience seated at the sides to see
the two outer performances.

It also meant that actress Emma
Wright, who played a different lead
woman in each of the three plays,
had some very quick costume and
character changes. She managed
these two tasks with real energy.

She was believable in all three
roles, from the young sassy Tia in
Last Walk of Shame to the middle-
aged barrister in The Uninvited
Guest. However, it was her
portrayal of Kirsty, victim of a
road accident, in Meet Me at the
Nightingale which was the most
powerful. Her recollection of her
accident sent my heart pounding.

Malcolm Jeffries was Wright’s
sparring partner in Last Walk of
Shame, a quick-fire power battle
between two young people the
morning after the night before.

The premise, a reversal of a
traditional date rape, made a
compelling story in which
Sharpe’s legal background was
clear. I was disappointed that
Sharpe made the conclusion
supernatural. It was unnecessary
and somewhat undermined what
was otherwise a great, believable
piece of theatre.

In The Uninvited Ghost, Wright

was joined by David Widdowson,
showing a bad tempered middle
aged couple at a crossroads in
their marriage. The audience
enjoyed recognisable comic
moments such as bemoaning the
use of boards rather than plates in
restaurants.

Widdowson cleverly played
chauvinist Oldridge with glimpses
of vulnerability that showed how
Rea fell for him 30 years ago. Once
again, there was a bit of over-
writing; these characters and the
drama were so credible that they
didn’t need the extraordinary
death of a child in the mix too.

Meet Me at the Nightingale,
directed by Kat Rogers, was

sublime. Elderly Harry, at the early

stages of dementia (charmingly
played by Paul Manuel), awaits his
wife in their favourite cafe.

Here he meets Kirsty, who has
just fallen off her bike. Through
mutual help, a very sweet friend-
ship blossoms despite their age
difference. Although the twist at
the end was predicable due to the
opening sound effect, it was still
very moving and this play was the
highlight of my evening.

. 6 More art exhibition

The six artists who will showcase their work at an exhibition in Harpenden

Six female contemporary
artists are launching their

first joint exhibition in
Harpenden.

Their exhibition, 6 More,

can be viewed at the Pop
Up Shop, Leyton Road,
opposite Waitrose, from
Monday, October 21 to
Sunday, October 27.

Gill Ayre, Karin Friedli,
Anne Hignell and Judith
Moule will be presenting

unique contemporary

landscape paintings, Flea

Cooke will show stylish
textile art, and Paula
Barnard-Groves will

exhibit iconic sculptures.

The four painters, one
textile artist and one
sculptor came together
over a year ago to support
and encourage each other
in their work. Karin Friedli
said: “It is such a privilege
to be part of this amazing
group of artists.

“We have worked really
hard together to improve
our art and businesses, and
at the same time had fun
with lots of laughter and
the occasionally cry.

“The support and mutual
respect has been incredible.

“And now we are
exhibiting together, which
is so exciting.”
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PAKEFIELD - LOWESTOFT

outstanding prices!
Offer includes:

Buffet Dinner
V Festive Parties
v Star Cabarets

/ Lots of Free Family Activities
v Bed Linen included

FESTIVE 2019
- HALF BOARD

FROM JUST £89 PER ADULT
- CHILDREN HALF PRICE

Join in the festive celebrations at Pakefield Ho|idoy
Park with a choice of amazing half board breaks at

v All You Can Eat Breakfast & Delicious 3-Course

/ Family Day Time & Evening Entertainment

Bluecoats will be performing in their own Festive
show & Pantomime as well as providing all the fun

Break Brochure Price

Christmas
231d December
4 Nights

£229pp
(Kids Y2 Price)

New Year
30th December

3 Nights (Kids V2 Price)

and

Party Timel

TO BOOK CALL PONTINS ON
QUOTING OFFER CODE

Terms & Conditions: » New Bookings only, all places are subject to availability at the time of booking. @ Prices are based on a minimum of 2 people sharing a one hedroom Classic apartment on a half
board basis. ® Ponins reserves the right fo change or remove any promotional offers without prior nofice e Childs places are half the adult price r
are not included in accommodation. ® Many activities are free, some may carry a small charge. © Calls are charged at 13p per minute + your chosen phone company access charge * For all other terms

and conditions visit http://www.pontins.com/terms-and-conditions/

£209 per person
Kids ¥, price

£189 per person
Kids % price

and Eames, karaoke and late-night parties. Captain Croc
is Crew will be up to their usual mischief, keeping the
children laughing and dancing at their very own Festive

With limited places don't delay, join us at Pontins with your
friends and family and create some fantastic memories.

(Child classification 2-13 years, under 2 FREE).  Towels

Offer Price From

Price:

EST 1987
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The York Yulet
Saturday 30th November 2019

Departs Hertford North and Stevenage.

Steam to York and the St Nicholas Christmas Fair. Enjoy an exciting journey in the company of two
magnificent steam locomotives — 60009 Union of South Africa outward and 46233 Duchess of Sutherland
on the return. At York you can soak up the festive atmosphere of the St Nicholas Christmas Fair, wander
along the famous Shambles, visit the magnificent Minster or explore the Castle, Jorvik or National Railway
Museums. Watch out for Father Christmas and his Elves who will visit the train with gifts for the children on
board. Mulled wine and mince pies will be served to passengers in First and Standard.

+ Standard Class £109pp/£332 family - includes a reserved seat usually at a table for four
+ First Class £164pp/£489 family - includes morning coffee with a muffin and
afternoon tea or coffee with a cake and biscuit
s Premier Dining £264pp/£798 family - includes a full English breakfast and a four
course dinner silver served at your seat
Buffet car available. Junior fares available. Tables for two can be guaranteed in First/Premier
for a £25pp supplement subject to availability. Organised by The Railway Touring Company.

The Railway Touring Company's Standard Conditions of Booking and Travel apply —
see website or brochure for details

For a £10pp discount book using code YOX
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THE RAILWAY TOURING COMPANY.

The Railway Touring Company
14a Tuesday Market Place, King's Lynn,
Norfolk PE30 1IN

Phone 01553 661500

For more information and approximate timings please visit railwaytouring.net




